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…to provide innovative, market 
leading assessment and learning 

support, enhancing the flexibility 
and relevance of our qualification 
through alignment of our exams and 
the workplace, which maintain or 

improve the rigour and security of 

assessments. 

Our Vision 
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Using technology to 
better reflect the 
workplace 

Increased relevance 
whilst maintaining 
integrity of 
Qualification. 
 
A wide range of 
question types, 
including spreadsheets 
and word processing, 
to match the 
workplace. 



Maintaining integrity of Qualification 

Rigour 

Trialling 

Item writer 
training 

Reviewing 
experts 

Pre-exam 
sitting 

Seeding 

Quality 
exam 

centres 

Expert 
marking 

Psychome
trics 

Receiving valuable feedback to shape 

exams and the exam experience. 

Trained writers so all 

students receive fair 

and equivalent 

questions. 

Many experts 

resulting in error 

free exams. 

Testing before use so 

we know it’s 

appropriate and error 

free. 

Our own network of 

centres to ensure a 

quality exam 

experience for all 

students. 

Industry standard use 

of psychometrics to 

ensure fair results to 

all students. 

Human marking 

to maintain 

standards and 

equivalency with 

paper-based 

exams 

An endorsed and recognised 

practice of using expertise to ensure 

exams are fair for students 



Our exam development process – ensuring our 
exams are fit for purpose.   

CREATE EXAM SPECIFICATION 

• Review exam against Competency Framework  

• Create draft exam specification 

• Consult with stakeholders 

• Review and amend exam specification  

SPECIFY AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

• Produce draft development aims and objectives  

• Consult with stakeholders 

• Review and finalise development aims and objectives Create 

draft 

exam 

format 

Create 

draft 

specimen 

content  

Trial and 

focus 

groups 

Analysis Approval 

Finalise 

exam 

format 

and 

specimen 

Consulting with regulators, education frameworks 

and partners from the very start ensures that what 

we develop and launch is fit for purpose.  
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Exam Trialling – to 
continue ensuring 
the exams are fit for 
purpose 

To demonstrably 

show equivalence 

in rigour to the 

current offering, 

relevant and 

educationally valid.  
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‘Before these exams were 

developed, I did not realise how a 

well written Objective Test 

question can assess high order 

skills.  These exams have 

changed my perception, the OT 

sections really do place a high 

demand on the student.  

‘The structured and measured 

approach that ACCA is taking 

towards migrating to these exams 

is very reassuring’ 

Exam Development - stakeholders are positive 

about ACCA’s future exams 

Regulator Learning 

Provider 
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F5-F9 exam format 
for both paper and 
CBE 

Using a mix of 

objective test and 

constructed 

response 

questions 
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Paper and CBE exam format from September 2016 

Auto-marked content 

Section A 

Objective Test (OT) questions: 

In paper single MCQ questions. 

In CBE a mix of single, short 

questions. 

 

Section B 

OT case questions: 

a group of five OT questions 

linked to one scenario.  

Expert/human marked content 

Section C 

Constructed response (long) 

questions: 

using spreadsheet and word 

processing tools, students have 

to construct their own response. 
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Exam Format – F5-F9 

Ally comment: 

 

Changed 

*Paper exams will only use MCQ objective test items 

** Existing F7 CR section contains 2 questions of 15 marks each and 1 question of 30 

marks 

*** The format of all other F6 variants will remain unchanged  



11/02/2015  ACCA Global Learning Providers’ Conference 2015  

Specimen exam – objective test questions 



11/02/2015  ACCA Global Learning Providers’ Conference 2015  

Specimen exam – OT case questions 
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Specimen exam – constructed response (spreadsheet) 



©ACCA 11/02/2015  ACCA Global Learning Providers’ Conference 2015  

Specimen exam – constructed response (word processing) 
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Unparalleled 
Recognition 

We have worked 
closely with 
regulators 
throughout the entire 
exam development 
process to ensure 
our current levels of 
recognition are 
continued.  
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Common misconceptions around CBEs - debunked 

OT questions are easier 

than longer question 

formats 

 

 

CBE exams are all the 

same 

 

27/02/2017 Greater Affordability for Zambia 16 
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Session CBE exam 
duration 2016 
 
3 hours 

Taking into 

account time 

saving 

efficiencies with 

CBEs 
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Time saving efficiencies within the CBE  

Objective test 

 

• No need to bubble answers 

 

• Some OTs require less 

reading time 

 

18 

Constructed response  

 

• Use of spreadsheet functions 

 

• It is easier and quicker to edit 

your answers 

 

• Faster typing speed 
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General time saving efficiencies across the CBE  

• Timer and item review screen. 

 

• Ability to see both the question and your answer on the 

same screen. 

 

• No need to request and complete an extra answer booklet. 

19 
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Session CBE exam 
duration from 2017 
 
3 hours 20 minutes 

Introducing 

seeded questions 

in OT sections for 

quality assurance 

and security 

control  
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How seeded content is used to ensure quality and 
security 

• To balance future 

exams ensuring equal 

difficulty.  

• To more accurately 

and reliably determine 

results.  

• To closely monitor 

security. 
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Seeded content – essentials 

• The CBE will contain 110 marks 

of exam content: 

100 marks contributing to the 

student result and 10 marks of 

seeded content that don’t. 

• The 10 marks of seeded 

questions with either be 5 OT 

questions or 1 OT Case (5 OT 

questions make up 1 OT Case). 

• Students will not know which 

questions are part of the 

seeded content. 
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