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1.3 Overview – Exam format for P level papers 

• 3 hours and 15 minutes time allocation 

 Initial 15 minutes as reading and planning time 

 3 hours of writing time 

• Section A 

 Q1 (50 marks total)  

 All syllabus areas examined 

 Compulsory 

• Section B 

 3 x 25 mark questions  

 Two out of three 



2. Common mistakes from recent exams 

Mistakes Exam techniques Examiners’ 

report ref. 

1. Misunderstanding requirements -    Answer the question as set P7- Jun 16 

- Interpret level and question verbs P1- Mar 17 

2. Irrelevance -    Link to scenario  P2- Dec 16 

-    Use the comprehensive information  P3- Dec 13 

3. Poor time management - Answer planning P3- Dec 16 

- No brain dump P5- Jun 17 

-    Focus on the number of marks allocated P6- Dec 17 

4. Professional marks -    Clarity and good structure P4- Dec 17 
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3.1 Exam techniques for misunderstanding requirements 

• Understand the requirements / interpret the verbs 

 

• Answer the question as set 
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3.1 Exam techniques – Misunderstanding requirements 

Intellectual 

level 

 3 

3 

 1 



                                                                                                          
 

3.1 Exam techniques – Misunderstanding requirements 

Intellectual 

level 

 1 

3 

 3 



                                                                                                          
 

3.1 Exam techniques – Misunderstanding requirements 

Intellectual 

level 

 1 

 2 

 2 



                                                                                                          
 

3.1 Exam techniques – Misunderstanding requirements 

Intellectual 

level 

 1 

 1 

 3 



                                                                                                          
 

http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/stud

ent/sa/study-skills/questions.html 

3.1 Exam techniques – Misunderstanding requirements 

Intellectual 

level 

 2 

 1 

 3 

http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/sa/study-skills/questions.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/sa/study-skills/questions.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/sa/study-skills/questions.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/sa/study-skills/questions.html


                                                                                                          
 

http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/sa/study-skills/intellectual-levels.html  

3.1 Exam techniques – Misunderstanding requirements 
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1 3 

3 

1 

http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/sa/study-skills/intellectual-levels.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/sa/study-skills/intellectual-levels.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/sa/study-skills/intellectual-levels.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/sa/study-skills/intellectual-levels.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/sa/study-skills/intellectual-levels.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/sa/study-skills/intellectual-levels.html


                                                                                                          
 

3.1 Exam techniques – Misunderstanding requirements 

P5 – Sep/Dec 2017 
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• Link to scenario  

• Use the comprehensive information to get easy marks 

 

3.2 Exam techniques - Irrelevance 
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3.2 Exam techniques - Irrelevance 



                                                                                                          
 
• Carefully read the requirements and answer planning 

• No brain dump 

• Focus on the number of marks allocated 

• Avoid over-elaborating frameworks and models 

 

 

 

3.3 Exam techniques –  Poor time management 

• 1 mark = 1.8 minutes 

• 1 mark = 1 idea 

Tips 



                                                                                                          
 
• Clarity and good structure 

     - Avoid neutral in tone when a particular position is needed 

     - Format of report, memo, briefing paper, etc. 

 

3.4 Exam techniques – Professional marks 
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• NO brain dump of all you knew 

• NO regurgitation of answers learnt from previous question 

• NO over-focus on specific question 

 

 

4.  P1/P3 deep dive for marginal fails 



5. Learning support resources 

5.1 P1/P3 key resources 

5.2 Resources for all P level papers 

 



5.1 P1/P3 key resources 
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5.1 P1/P3 key resources 



 Syllabus & study guide 

 Examinable documents 

 Examining team guidance 

 Specimen exams 

 Past exam papers 

 Self-study guides 

 Retake guides 

 Technical articles 

 BPP English Language support 

 Exam Expert APP 

 Student accountant (SA) 

 Learning community 

 Student wechat account 

5.2 Resources for P level papers 
 
 



5.2 Resources for all P level papers 
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5.1 Resources for all P level papers 
 
 



Thanks you ! 


