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Overview 

• 3 hours and 15 minutes time allocation 

 Initial 15 minutes as reading and planning time 

 3 hours of writing time 

• Section A 

 Q1 (50 marks total)  

 All syllabus areas examined 

 Compulsory 

• Section B 

 3 x 25 mark questions  

 Two out of three 
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Challenges 

• Out of knowledge 

• Recall of knowledge 

• New exam skills 
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Solutions – out of knowledge 

Out of 
knowledge 

Technical 
recap 

Study 
changed 
content 

Self-test 
prior 

knowledge  
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Solutions – recall of knowledge 

Recall of  
knowledge 

Syllabus and study 
guide 

Technical articles 
Examining team 

“Five minutes with” 
videos 

http://www.accaglobal.com/uk/en.html 
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Solutions – new exam skills 

EXAM 

SKILLS 

Time 

management 

Professional 

writing skills 

Interpreting 

the requirements 
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Common mistakes from examiners’ reports 

• Level and question verbs 

• Relevance 

• Presentation 

• Length 

• Professional marks 
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Exam technique – level and question verbs 
• Understand the requirements / interpret the verbs 

http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/pdf/p1_1210.pdf 

http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/pdf/p1_1210.pdf
http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/pdf/p1_1210.pdf
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Exam technique – level and question verbs 
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http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/stud

ent/sa/study-skills/questions.html 

Exam technique – level and question verbs 

http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/sa/study-skills/questions.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/sa/study-skills/questions.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/sa/study-skills/questions.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/sa/study-skills/questions.html
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• Link to scenario  

• Use the comprehensive information to get easy 

marks 

 

Exam technique - relevance 

http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global

/PDF-students/acca/p2/examinersreports/p2-

examreport-d14.pdf 

 

 http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global

/PDF-students/acca/p3/examinersreports/p3-

examreport-d13.pdf 

http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/PDF-students/acca/p2/examinersreports/p2-examreport-d14.pdf
http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/PDF-students/acca/p2/examinersreports/p2-examreport-d14.pdf
http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/PDF-students/acca/p2/examinersreports/p2-examreport-d14.pdf
http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/PDF-students/acca/p2/examinersreports/p2-examreport-d14.pdf
http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/PDF-students/acca/p2/examinersreports/p2-examreport-d14.pdf
http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/PDF-students/acca/p2/examinersreports/p2-examreport-d14.pdf
http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/PDF-students/acca/p2/examinersreports/p2-examreport-d14.pdf
http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/PDF-students/acca/p2/examinersreports/p2-examreport-d14.pdf
http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/PDF-students/acca/p2/examinersreports/p2-examreport-d14.pdf
http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/PDF-students/acca/p3/examinersreports/p3-examreport-d13.pdf
http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/PDF-students/acca/p3/examinersreports/p3-examreport-d13.pdf
http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/PDF-students/acca/p3/examinersreports/p3-examreport-d13.pdf
http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/PDF-students/acca/p3/examinersreports/p3-examreport-d13.pdf
http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/PDF-students/acca/p3/examinersreports/p3-examreport-d13.pdf
http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/PDF-students/acca/p3/examinersreports/p3-examreport-d13.pdf
http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/PDF-students/acca/p3/examinersreports/p3-examreport-d13.pdf
http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/PDF-students/acca/p3/examinersreports/p3-examreport-d13.pdf
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Exam technique - presentation 

• Poor layout is not acceptable 

 excessive crossing out 

 unlabelled workings 

 no tabulation 

 “essay” style answers for numerical calculations 

 

 

• Professional layout 

 Heading and section 

 Format 

 Simple English 

 http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/

pdf/1210_p3.pdf 

http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/pdf/1210_p3.pdf
http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/pdf/1210_p3.pdf
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• focus on the number of marks allocated 

• avoid over-elaborating frameworks and models 

 

Exam technique – length 

• Follow the rule 1 mark = 1.8 minutes 

• 1 mark = 1 idea 

Tips 

 

http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/glo

bal/PDF-students/acca/p1/examinersreports/p1-

examreport-m16.pdf 

http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/PDF-students/acca/p1/examinersreports/p1-examreport-m16.pdf
http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/PDF-students/acca/p1/examinersreports/p1-examreport-m16.pdf
http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/PDF-students/acca/p1/examinersreports/p1-examreport-m16.pdf
http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/PDF-students/acca/p1/examinersreports/p1-examreport-m16.pdf
http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/PDF-students/acca/p1/examinersreports/p1-examreport-m16.pdf
http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/PDF-students/acca/p1/examinersreports/p1-examreport-m16.pdf
http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/PDF-students/acca/p1/examinersreports/p1-examreport-m16.pdf
http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/PDF-students/acca/p1/examinersreports/p1-examreport-m16.pdf
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• avoid neutral in tone when a particular position is needed 

• Format of report, memo, briefing paper, etc. 

 

Exam technique – professional marks 

http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/pdf/06

10_p1.pdf 

http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/pdf/0610_p1.pdf
http://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/acca/global/pdf/0610_p1.pdf
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• Only positive marking – credit for relevant points which answer the question 

 

• Half marks can be given for basic facts 

 

• Marks given for methods in calculations 

 

• Errors not penalised twice in calculations 

 

• Marks will not be given for duplication of points 

 

• Irrelevant points will not gain marks (even if the knowledge is correct) 

 

 

Marking guidance – general principle 
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• Markers need to review 45-49 to see if they can pass 

 

• Markers need to aim for a consistent pass rate (any who are too low 
will be monitored) 

 

• Markers can use discretion if there are good points included which 
are not in the standard answer 

 

• Markers do not expect the standard answer 

 

• Markers do not expect all the calculations to be correct 

Marking guidance – other things 

http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/exam-

support-resources/professional-exams-study-

resources/p1/technical-articles/passing-the-

professional-level-papers.html 

http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p1/technical-articles/passing-the-professional-level-papers.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p1/technical-articles/passing-the-professional-level-papers.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p1/technical-articles/passing-the-professional-level-papers.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p1/technical-articles/passing-the-professional-level-papers.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p1/technical-articles/passing-the-professional-level-papers.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p1/technical-articles/passing-the-professional-level-papers.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p1/technical-articles/passing-the-professional-level-papers.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p1/technical-articles/passing-the-professional-level-papers.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p1/technical-articles/passing-the-professional-level-papers.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p1/technical-articles/passing-the-professional-level-papers.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p1/technical-articles/passing-the-professional-level-papers.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p1/technical-articles/passing-the-professional-level-papers.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p1/technical-articles/passing-the-professional-level-papers.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p1/technical-articles/passing-the-professional-level-papers.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p1/technical-articles/passing-the-professional-level-papers.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p1/technical-articles/passing-the-professional-level-papers.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p1/technical-articles/passing-the-professional-level-papers.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p1/technical-articles/passing-the-professional-level-papers.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p1/technical-articles/passing-the-professional-level-papers.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p1/technical-articles/passing-the-professional-level-papers.html
http://www.accaglobal.com/hk/en/student/exam-support-resources/professional-exams-study-resources/p1/technical-articles/passing-the-professional-level-papers.html
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• Improve English reading and writing skills 

 

Suggestions on preparation 

 Practice under normal exam condition 

 Encourage reading “BUSINESS ENGLISH” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Management today 

http://www.managementtoday.co.uk 

 The Financial Times 

https://www.ft.com/?edition=uk 

 

 

 BPP English language support 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.managementtoday.co.uk/
https://www.ft.com/?edition=uk
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Suggestions on preparation 

 BPP English language support 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Consist of 70 one hour English language 

modules. 

 

• Develop a specific English language skill or 

develop an area of language useful for a 

particular ACCA. 

 

• Written by BPP University and the School of 

Foundation and English Language Studies 

in consultation with ACCA. 

 

• Free, flexible online support 

 

 



©ACCA 

BPP English language support  

 

30 
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Access to the program  

Step 1: Please go to http://englishforacca.bppuniversity.ac.uk 

Step 2: Click the green button “Star your free learning units” 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
31 

http://englishforacca.bppuniversity.ac.uk/
http://englishforacca.bppuniversity.ac.uk/
http://englishforacca.bppuniversity.ac.uk/
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Step 3: Register 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 4: Input relevant information  

-   Fill in ACCA ID Number for *Institute Number 

- Leave your e-mail address when you register my ACCA 

- At least 3 letters for *Surname 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

32 

Access to the program  
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• Find a good way to memorize key points 

 

Suggestions on preparation 

 Mind map 
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• Find a good way to memorize key points 

 

Suggestions on preparation 

 Mnemonics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Provision (IAS37) (ROT) 

(R) Reasonably reliable estimate 

There must be a reasonably reliable estimate available 

for the future costs 

(O) Obilgation 

There must be a present legal or constructive 

obligation at the year end. 

(T) Transfer 

Cash must be expected to transfer out in the future. 
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Choice of optional papers 
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Choice of optional papers 

• Understand the learning objectives of the optional exams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your tutor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Syllabus & past 

exams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stepping up articles 
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Choice of optional papers 

• Select the best option exams   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consider: 

past success with 
fundamental 

concepts 

workplace 
experience 
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Choice of optional papers 

• Past success with fundamental concepts 
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Choice of optional papers 

• Workplace experience 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P4 

Financial management 

 Evaluate investment and financial decisions 

 Manage and control working capital 

 Identify and manage financial risk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P5 

Sustainable management accounting 

 Evaluate management accounting systems 

 Plan and control performance 

 Monitor performance 
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Choice of optional papers 

• Workplace experience 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P6 

Taxation 

 Tax computations and assessments 

 Tax compliance and verification 

 Tax planning and advice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P7 

Audit and assurance 

 Prepare for and plan the audit process 

 Collect and evaluate evidence for an audit 

 Review and report on the findings of an audit 
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Learning support resources 

• Approval programmes 

• Resources for students 
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Approval programmes 

42 

Approved content provider materials 

Approved learning partners 
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Resources for students 

43 

 Syllabus & study guide 

 Examinable documents 

 Examining team guidance 

 Specimen exams 

 Past exam papers 

 Self-study guides 

 Retake guides 

 Technical articles 

 BPP English Language support 

 Exam Expert APP 

 Student accountant (SA) 

 Learning community 

 Student wechat account 
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Learning support resources 

44 

http://cn.accaglobal.com/news/announcement/ACCA%E5%AD

%A6%E4%B9%A0%E8%B5%84%E6%BA%90-543.html 

http://cn.accaglobal.com/news/announcement/ACCA%E5%AD%A6%E4%B9%A0%E8%B5%84%E6%BA%90-543.html
http://cn.accaglobal.com/news/announcement/ACCA%E5%AD%A6%E4%B9%A0%E8%B5%84%E6%BA%90-543.html
http://cn.accaglobal.com/news/announcement/ACCA%E5%AD%A6%E4%B9%A0%E8%B5%84%E6%BA%90-543.html
http://cn.accaglobal.com/news/announcement/ACCA%E5%AD%A6%E4%B9%A0%E8%B5%84%E6%BA%90-543.html
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Learning support resources 

45 
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Learning support resources checklist 
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Resources 

 

F1-F4 

F5-F9  

P1-P7 
CBE Paper 

Approved content provider materials √ √ √ √ 

Approved learning partner √ √ √ √ 

Self –study guides for all exams F1-P7 √ √ √ √ 

A guide to using the examiners’ reports for all exams F5-P7 √ √ √ 

Retake guides for all exams F5-P7 √ √ √ 

A guide to reflection for retake students for all exams F5-P7 √ √ √ 

Specific intervention √ √ √ √ 

English language support for ACCA √ √ √ √ 

Examinable documents √ √ √ √ 

Examiner reports √ √ √ √ 

Exam techniques articles √ √ √ √ 

FAQs √ √ √ √ 
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Resources 

 

F1-F4 

F5-F9  

P1-P7 
CBE Paper 

Five minutes with the examining team videos √ √ √ √ 

F5-F9 CBE resources √ 

Examiners’ approach √ √ √ √ 

Past exams F4 √ √ 

Practice tests √ 

Specimen exams √ √ √ √ 

Study support  videos √ √ √ √ 

Syllabus and study guides √ √ √ √ 

Technical articles √ √ √ √ 

Videos app (Exam Expert APP) √ √ √ √ 

ACCA learning community √ √ √ √ 

Student accountant (SA) √ √ √ √ 

Student wechat account (ACCA China) √ √ √ √ 

Learning support resources checklist 

 



Thanks you ! 
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