
Where to find this slide layout:

▪ In the ACCA report pack 
PowerPoint template, click the 
home or insert tab – then click 
the dropdown arrow under the 
'New Slide' button and select the 
'Blank' layout

How to use this slide layout:

▪ This slide is mostly used for 
drawing custom diagrams with 
the shape tools

▪ Click the insert tab and shapes 
to insert lines, arrows, 
rectangles etc. for your diagram

▪ Watch the ACCA template 
tutorial videos for more tips

THINK AHEAD Confidential                               ©  ACCA



THINK AHEAD

1. An overview of Strategy Professional 

2. Professional skills

3. Permitted materials

4. Aim for each paper

5. Exams

Agenda

©  ACCA



THINK AHEAD ©  ACCA

An overview
Strategic Professional.



THINK AHEAD

▪ Developing the skills needed to lead, optimise new 
technologies, drive strategic decision-making to maximise 
value, ensure sustainability and implement change. 

▪ Individuals will be recognised around the world as leaders in 
accountancy, finance and business.

Strategic Professional
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Professional skills in Strategic Professional exams

Confidential                               ©  ACCA

Strategic Professional Exam Number of Professional 
Skills Marks

S1 Business and  Sustainability Reporting 20 *

S2 Strategic Business Leader 20
SAA Audit and Assurance Professional 20
SCF Corporate Finance Professional 20
STA Taxation Advisory Professional 20
SDS Data Science Professional 20
SPI Performance and Insights 
Professional

20

S1 Business and  
Sustainability Reporting 
has 12 Professional Skills 
marks and 8 Professional 
Ethics marks 

• Communication
• Analysis and evaluation
• Scepticism
• Commercial acumen



THINK AHEAD ©  ACCA

◼ Commercial acumen

◼ Analysis and 
evaluation 

◼ Scepticism 

◼ Communication 
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Students will 
be able to 
access 
permitted 
materials in all 
Strategic 
Professional 
exams
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Closed-book 

▪ Students attempt their 
exam with no 
additional 
information/materials 
to refer to.

Full open-book

▪ Students access 
anything they wish in 
their exam including 
bringing in their own 
materials, but may not 
access the internet, or 
access additional 
resources once the 
exam has started. 

Permitted materials

▪ Students are permitted to 
access specified materials 
in their exam. 

▪ Permitted materials will 
be based on ACCA Study 
Hub content



Where to find this slide layout:

▪ In the ACCA live pack 
PowerPoint template, click the 
home or insert tab – then click 
the dropdown arrow under the 
'New Slide' button and select the 
'Data slide: 2 Columns' layout

How to use this slide layout:

▪ Add your title text in the top 
placeholder

▪ Choose an icon on the centre 
panel to insert your own content, 
for example, a table or a chart

▪ Other content types are not 
recommended for this slide – 
there are better layouts for 
pictures and text in this template

THINK AHEAD

Other changes

©  ACCA
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SP paper-specific aim



Where to find this slide layout:

▪ In the ACCA live pack 
PowerPoint template, click the 
home or insert tab – then click 
the dropdown arrow under the 
'New Slide' button and select the 
'Title, Content and Image Left - 
White' layout

How to use this slide layout:

▪ Type your text into the 
placeholders on the right of the 
slide

▪ Click the icon to the left of the 
slide to insert your own image

▪ To replace an image - first click 
to select the existing image, then 
delete it, then repeat the above 
step to insert a new image.

▪ Do not stretch or resize the 
picture placeholder

THINK AHEAD

Syllabus of S1
Business and Sustainability Reporting

©  ACCA

▪ Overall aim is to enable the application of relevant technical 
skills, professional judgement, and professional ethics to 
advise on the impact of an entity’s business transactions and 
business model in its financial statements and in its 
sustainability reporting, including the ability to critique and 
maximise the usefulness of the resulting information for the 
primary users.

▪ Builds on knowledge from E2 Financial Reporting.



Where to find this slide layout:

▪ In the ACCA live pack 
PowerPoint template, click the 
home or insert tab – then click 
the dropdown arrow under the 
'New Slide' button and select the 
'Title, Content, Image Right - 
White' layout

How to use this slide layout:

▪ Type your text into the 
placeholders on the left of the 
slide

▪ Click the icon to the right of the 
slide to insert your own image

▪ To replace an image - first click 
to select the existing image, then 
delete it, then repeat the above 
step to insert a new image.

▪ Do not stretch or resize the 
picture placeholder

THINK AHEAD

A. Financial Reporting Standards

B. Consolidated financial statements

C. Sustainability reporting

D. Ethics and the impact of judgement and uncertainty

E. Professional skills

Syllabus coverage of S1
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THINK AHEAD

Syllabus of S2
Strategic Business Leader
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▪ Overall aim to:

▪ Enable the integrated application of the technical skills advisory 
capability and professional judgement required of effective and 
ethical leaders in the directing organisations, developing strategy 
and leading change
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▪ In the ACCA live pack 
PowerPoint template, click the 
home or insert tab – then click 
the dropdown arrow under the 
'New Slide' button and select the 
'Title, Content, Image Right - 
White' layout

How to use this slide layout:

▪ Type your text into the 
placeholders on the left of the 
slide

▪ Click the icon to the right of the 
slide to insert your own image

▪ To replace an image - first click 
to select the existing image, then 
delete it, then repeat the above 
step to insert a new image.

▪ Do not stretch or resize the 
picture placeholder

THINK AHEAD

▪ Leadership

▪ Governance

▪ Strategy

▪ Risk

▪ Technology and data

▪ Organisational control 

▪ Finance

▪ Enabling success and Change management

▪ Project management

Syllabus coverage of S2

©  ACCA
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THINK AHEAD

Syllabus of SCF
Corporate Finance Professional
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▪ Overall aim of the syllabus is to enable the application of 
relevant technical skills, advisory capabilities and professional 
judgement:

▪ to assess complex strategic corporate finance issues and 
advise management how to maximise the value of an 
organisation. 
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▪ In the ACCA live pack 
PowerPoint template, click the 
home or insert tab – then click 
the dropdown arrow under the 
'New Slide' button and select the 
'Title, Content, Image Right - 
White' layout

How to use this slide layout:

▪ Type your text into the 
placeholders on the left of the 
slide

▪ Click the icon to the right of the 
slide to insert your own image

▪ To replace an image - first click 
to select the existing image, then 
delete it, then repeat the above 
step to insert a new image.

▪ Do not stretch or resize the 
picture placeholder

THINK AHEAD

A. Risk, valuation and financial strategy

B. Corporate finance environment and dividend policy

C. Advanced investment appraisal

D. Corporate transformation

E. Treasury and advanced risk management techniques 

Syllabus coverage of SCF
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White' layout

How to use this slide layout:
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slide
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step to insert a new image.
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Syllabus of SAA
Audit and Assurance Professional
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▪ Overall aim of SAA:

o Application of technical skills, professional judgement and ethics 
to advise on the nature, purpose and scope of assurance 
engagements; and

o Evaluation of the  execution and conclusion of an audit 
engagement within the regulatory framework.

Builds on the knowledge and skills developed at Expertise level



Where to find this slide layout:

▪ In the ACCA live pack 
PowerPoint template, click the 
home or insert tab – then click 
the dropdown arrow under the 
'New Slide' button and select the 
'Title, Content, Image Right - 
White' layout

How to use this slide layout:

▪ Type your text into the 
placeholders on the left of the 
slide

▪ Click the icon to the right of the 
slide to insert your own image

▪ To replace an image - first click 
to select the existing image, then 
delete it, then repeat the above 
step to insert a new image.

▪ Do not stretch or resize the 
picture placeholder

THINK AHEAD

A. Regulatory environment

B. Professional and ethical considerations

C. Quality management

D. Planning and conducting an audit of historical financial 
information

E. Completion, review and reporting

F. Sustainability

G. Other assignments

Syllabus coverage of SAA

©  ACCA
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▪ In the ACCA live pack 
PowerPoint template, click the 
home or insert tab – then click 
the dropdown arrow under the 
'New Slide' button and select the 
'Title, Content and Image Left - 
White' layout

How to use this slide layout:

▪ Type your text into the 
placeholders on the right of the 
slide

▪ Click the icon to the left of the 
slide to insert your own image

▪ To replace an image - first click 
to select the existing image, then 
delete it, then repeat the above 
step to insert a new image.

▪ Do not stretch or resize the 
picture placeholder

THINK AHEAD

Syllabus of SPI
Performance Insights Professional
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▪ The overall aim of the SPI syllabus is to enable the application 
of relevant technical skills, advisory capabilities and 
professional judgement to evaluate how strategic management 
accounting, performance  measurement and performance 
optimisation can advance the success of an organisation and 
create value, including the relevance of appropriate reporting 
for management insights, and how technology and data can be 
leveraged to support organisational development.



Where to find this slide layout:

▪ In the ACCA live pack 
PowerPoint template, click the 
home or insert tab – then click 
the dropdown arrow under the 
'New Slide' button and select the 
'Title, Content, Image Right - 
White' layout

How to use this slide layout:

▪ Type your text into the 
placeholders on the left of the 
slide

▪ Click the icon to the right of the 
slide to insert your own image

▪ To replace an image - first click 
to select the existing image, then 
delete it, then repeat the above 
step to insert a new image.

▪ Do not stretch or resize the 
picture placeholder

THINK AHEAD

A. Strategic management and value creation

B. Performance optimisation

C. Performance reporting

D. Technology and data analytics for performance and insights

E. Professional skills

Syllabus coverage of SPI
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the dropdown arrow under the 
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'Title, Content, Image Right - 
White' layout

How to use this slide layout:

▪ Type your text into the 
placeholders on the left of the 
slide

▪ Click the icon to the right of the 
slide to insert your own image

▪ To replace an image - first click 
to select the existing image, then 
delete it, then repeat the above 
step to insert a new image.

▪ Do not stretch or resize the 
picture placeholder

THINK AHEAD

▪ All organisations need to measure their performance 

▪ All organisations want to improve their performance

▪ Technology and data can be used to provide insights 

Why choose the SPI option?
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THINK AHEAD

Resources

©  ACCA

▪ Syllabus and study guide

▪ 2 new specimen examinations

▪ Examiner approach article

▪ Videos

▪ Educator Hub updated



Where to find this slide layout:

▪ In the ACCA live pack 
PowerPoint template, click the 
home or insert tab – then click 
the dropdown arrow under the 
'New Slide' button and select the 
'Title, Content and Image Left - 
White' layout

How to use this slide layout:

▪ Type your text into the 
placeholders on the right of the 
slide

▪ Click the icon to the left of the 
slide to insert your own image

▪ To replace an image - first click 
to select the existing image, then 
delete it, then repeat the above 
step to insert a new image.

▪ Do not stretch or resize the 
picture placeholder

THINK AHEAD

S1 – exam structure

Three-hour and 15 minutes, session-based examination 
comprising:

▪ Section A – 50-mark question based on a group accounting 
scenario, other accounting issues, and ethics; and

▪ Section B – one 30-mark question and one 20-mark question 
(the latter will always cover sustainability reporting).

There are 20 professional ethics and professional skills marks.

The pass mark is 50%.
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Where to find this slide layout:

▪ In the ACCA live pack 
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the dropdown arrow under the 
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THINK AHEAD

S2 – exam structure

▪ Integrated case study examination 

▪ Pre-seen information

▪ Three tasks

▪ 80 technical marks and 20 professional skills marks.

▪ Three-hour 15-minute 

▪ Permitted reference materials 

▪ 50% pass mark 

©  ACCA
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Option 
papers



Where to find this slide layout:

▪ In the ACCA live pack PowerPoint 
template, click the home or insert 
tab – then click the dropdown 
arrow under the 'New Slide' button 
and select the 'Impactful 
Statement: Editable Photo 
Background' layout

How to use this slide layout:

▪ Type your text into the 
placeholders on the slide

▪ To change the background image, 
right click on your slide background 
and choose 'Format Background. 
Then from the 'Fill' menu select 
'Picture or texture fill' and use the 
'Picture Source' options to insert a 
new image from a file on your 
computer or from your clipboard.

▪ On older versions of PowerPoint, 
your sidebar may read 'Insert 
picture from…' for this feature.

▪ If text on top of your background 
image is difficult to read, choose 
the Picture icon tab from the 
‘format background’ sidebar, and 
from the corrections dropdown 
reduce the brightness. -30% is a 
good started point. THINK AHEAD ©  ACCA

How SP will be examined?



Where to find this slide layout:

▪ In the ACCA live pack 
PowerPoint template, click the 
home or insert tab – then click 
the dropdown arrow under the 
'New Slide' button and select the 
'Data slide: 2 Columns' layout

How to use this slide layout:

▪ Add your title text in the top 
placeholder

▪ Choose an icon on the centre 
panel to insert your own content, 
for example, a table or a chart

▪ Other content types are not 
recommended for this slide – 
there are better layouts for 
pictures and text in this template

THINK AHEAD

S2 (Strategic Business Leader)
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THINK AHEAD

SPI (Performance and Insights Professional)
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THINK AHEAD

SPI (Performance and Insights Professional)
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SPI (Performance and Insights Professional)
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SPI (Performance and Insights
Professional)
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How to Teach Professional Skills?
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the dropdown arrow under the 
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How to Teach Professional Skills?
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THINK AHEAD

Technical & Professional Skills

Awarding professional skills marks
◼ holistic approach to be taken in terms of the way in which the professional skills are assessed.

◼ think professionally across the whole of response as the professional skills are interconnected and 
tied to the technical requirements.

General Advice
◼ Make sure you include the most important, relevant, and crucial points relating to the requirement.

◼ Answering the question asked is an indication of your ability to read and comprehend instructions 
appropriately as is a demonstration of professionalism expected in the workplace.

◼ Show deep/clear understanding of underlying or causal issues and integrate or link information from 
various parts of the scenario or different exhibits.

◼ Show your ability to prioritise and make points in a logical and progressive way, building your response to 
a question.

©  ACCA
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◼ Communication

◼ Analysis and evaluation

◼ Scepticism

◼ Commercial acumen



Where to find this slide layout:

▪ In the ACCA live pack 
PowerPoint template, click the 
home or insert tab – then click 
the dropdown arrow under the 
'New Slide' button and select the 
'Blank' layout

How to use this slide layout:

▪ This slide is mostly used for 
drawing custom diagrams with 
the shape tools

▪ Click the insert tab and shapes 
to insert lines, arrows, 
rectangles etc. for your diagram

▪ Watch the ACCA template 
tutorial videos for more tips
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Where to find this slide layout:

▪ In the ACCA live pack 
PowerPoint template, click the 
home or insert tab – then click 
the dropdown arrow under the 
'New Slide' button and select the 
'Title, Content, Image Right - 
Background 2' layout

How to use this slide layout:

▪ Type your text into the 
placeholders on the left of the 
slide

▪ Click the icon to the right of the 
slide to insert your own image

▪ To replace an image - first click 
to select the existing image, then 
delete it, then repeat the above 
step to insert a new image.

▪ Do not stretch or resize the 
picture placeholder

THINK AHEAD

Upgrade teaching:
Building Independent Thinkers

©  ACCA

Questions to drive 
thinking

Practice that builds 
independence



Where to find this slide layout:

▪ In the ACCA live pack 
PowerPoint template, click the 
home or insert tab – then click 
the dropdown arrow under the 
'New Slide' button and select the 
'3x Text Box: ALL Highlighted' 
layout

How to use this slide layout:

▪ Type your text into the 
placeholders on the slide

THINK AHEAD ©  ACCA

▪ Cover the 
breadth of 
the syllabus

▪ A deep 
understanding 
of the technical 
areas covered

▪ Practise, 
practise, 
practise！

Advance from the examining team
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the shape tools
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tutorial videos for more tips
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