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The Belt and Road Initiative is arguably the most significant pan-national
infrastructure and trade project most of us have seen in our working lives.

Its scale alone is unparalleled: covering 65 countries, accounting for two-
thirds of the world population, third of global GDP, and an estimated $US4
trillion of construction investment. And the business prospects it could create
are unprecedented. Improved connectivity along this modern Silk Road will
open up new markets, new trade routes, innovative business models and

partnerships that reshape the global value chain.

Business leaders need to ensure they are ready and able to seize these
abundant opportunities - and they will also rely on professional expertise to

manage and mitigate risks associated with them.

There are always inherent uncertainties associated with any cross-border
cooperation project, be they legal, political, environmental or operational.
It is precisely these challenges that professional accountants are equipped
to tackle through a range of services, from investment strategy to project

consulting and from sourcing and managing funds to risk management.

As the global body for professional accountants, ACCA is committed to
ensuring that our members are best placed to navigate BRI opportunities and
uncertainties. We equip ACCA professional accountants with international
expertise and a global mind-set. We have xx offices along the BRI route alone,
meaning ACCA is the best possible position to support all our stakeholders

- members, employers, educators, governments and policy makers — in
capitalising on the vast potential of this extraordinary undertaking. Our

ability to help those we work with connect and collaborate is unrivalled in the
profession and, through it, we're looking forward to opening up new avenues

of partnership and prosperity.

Helen Brand OBE

Chief Executive

© The Association of Chartered Certified Accountants

June 2018
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